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ing Street Sense is not as effective here as he is
at Churchill Downs, where he is based and
where he scored his two biggest victories, the
Derby and last fall’s Breeders’ Cup Juvenile.

"I think what everyone else has to hope for is
Street Sense doesn’t run as well as he did two
weeks ago and we’ve got to hope he’s not as
good at Pimlico as he is at Churchill," said
trainer Todd Pletcher, who will send out both
Circular Quay and King of the Roxy. "If he’s the
same Street Sense that we’ve seen at Churchill
in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile and Ke n t u c k y
D e r b y, then everybody else is running for sec-
ond. If he’s a little bit vulnerable back in two
weeks and not as good at Pimlico as he is at
Churchill, then the rest of us have a chance."

Street Sense has shown he does not have a
one-track mind. He also has won races at both
Arlington Park and Tampa Bay Downs. He is 3-
for-3 in two-turn races on conventional dirt
surfaces. And since Nafzger added run-down
bandages to his front legs last fall, Street Sense
is a nose away from having won four straight
r a c e s .

"I wish I was as smart as this horse makes
me look," Nafzger said.

Hard Spun, trained by Larry Jones, set the
pace in the Derby and looms a front-running
factor again. But with the speedy Xchanger and
Flying First Class drawn inside him, Hard
Spun may be forced into a stalking trip, the
kind he used to win the Lane’s End Stakes at
Turfway Park on March 24.

" Wayne’s horse," Jones said, referring to D.
Wayne Lukas-trained Flying First Class, "is
v e ry fast. I do expect a different pace scenario."

Hard Spun is ridden by Mario Pino, the win-

ningest jockey all-time at Pimlico. Much as
Calvin Borel, the jockey of Street Sense, may
have had the home-field advantage at Churchill
Downs, Jones is hoping Pino can make a differ-
ence here.

" We’re going to Pino country," Jones said.

Curlin entered the Derby with just three
starts and without having raced at age 2, fac-
tors that have lengthy Derby droughts.
Although he suffered his first loss in the Derby,
he lost position early but still persevered to
rally for third while beating 17 others. His

boosters believe there is plenty of upside.
Despite overwhelming evidence to the con-

t r a ry, there is still a large contingent of people
in the sport -- and the media -- who believe
Pimlico has tighter turns and therefore is
speed favoring. Randy Moss, on ESPN2’s draw
telecast Wednesday night, accurately called it
"the myth that won’t die." In the past 25 years,
only two horses have led the Preakness from
start to finish. Those who think speed horses
will do well may be inclined to back Derby
Trial winner Flying First Class, who finished
sixth and eighth in his only two-turn races on
conventional dirt surfaces, or Xchanger, who
won his lone start at Pimlico.

Both Flying First Class and Xchanger are
two of five horses in the race who skipped the
D e r b y. They are trying to emulate Bernardini,
who won last year’s Preakness after bypassing
the Derby.

Pletcher will try to hit them early with King
of the Roxy, who figures to get a stalking trip
from post 5, and late with Circular Quay, who
usually lags at the back of the pack. Pletcher is
0-for-26 in Triple Crown races, but has usually
avoided the Preakness; he’s only had one previ-
ous starter in the race, Impeachment, who fin-
ished third in 2000 at odds of 19 - 1.

C P West, trained by Nick Zito, has won once
in five starts and has finished second in three
of his last four races. He was sixth of 14 in his
only previous two-turn race.

Mint Slewlep owns two wins at Laurel in his
seven-race career. He was fourth, 1 3/4 lengths
behind runner-up C P West, in the Wi t h e r s
Stakes at Aqueduct on April 28.

--additional reporting by David Grening
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Odds by Frank Carulli, Pimlico linemaker, and Mike Wa t c h m a k e r, Daily Racing Form National Handicapper (s) Top Beyer Figure in a sprint

1st

110
7-5

James B. Tafel LLC
C. Nafzger/C. Borel

1107-5
JP: Loves Churchill, but he has won at two other tracks, too. Should get another hot pace.
MW: Did get a dream trip in Derby, but shouldn’t get a bad trip here with the smaller field.

STREET SENSE
by Street Cry8

2nd

107
5-2

Fox Hill Farms Inc.
J. L. Jones/M. Pino

1077-2
JP: Ran super in the Derby. Horses closest to him early finished 17th, 19th, and 20th.
MW: And he ran huge off a six-week layoff. Think he might rate this time; very dangerous.

HARD SPUN
by Danzig7

3rd

98
7-2

Stonestreet St., Padua St., et al
S. Asmussen/R. Albarado

1034-1
JP: Showed maturity far beyond his experience in the Derby. He is a big threat this time.
MW: Might be more forwardly placed this time. Is he as good as Street Sense, Hard Spun?

CURLIN
by Smart Strike

4

----

----
20-1

Ellwood Johnston
D. W. Lukas/M. Guidry

107s20-1
JP: His best chance is if he makes the front; should challenge Hard Spun for the lead.
MW: I’ve got a feeling Hard Spun will rate, but he could have company early in Xchanger.

FLYING FIRST CLASS
by Perfect Mandate

6

----

----
30-1

Marshall Dowell
W. R. Bailes/A. Garcia

8550-1
JP: Only two wins for this local hope were against softies at Laurel; looks overmatched.
MW: It would be an upset of major proportions if he manages to even only get a piece.

MINT SLEWLEP
by Slew City Slew1

6th

96
8-1

Michael & Doreen Tabor
T. Pletcher/J. Velazquez

1026-1
JP: Had eight weeks off into Derby, now wheeled back in two. Might have needed last.
MW: Has a license to improve, just not crazy about how he loses contact with field early.

CIRCULAR QUAY
by Thunder Gulch3

----

----
20-1

Robert LaPenta
N. Zito/E. Prado

92s15-1
JP: Still think he is playing catch up. Might be at his best as a late-running sprinter.
MW: Hard to like a colt in this spot who is still eligible to a first-level allowance race.

C P WEST
by Came Home9

----

----
12-1

Team Valor Stables LLC
T. Pletcher/G. Gomez

103s8-1
JP: Distance is a huge question for colt who was very tired at the end of the 9f SA Derby.
MW: Doubt he can get a distance against top company, at least at this stage of his career.

KING OF THE ROXY
by Littleexpectations5

----

----
15-1

Circle Z Stables
M. Shuman/R. Dominguez

9530-1
JP: Lone start at Pimlico resulted in an easy win; was dusted by Curlin in Arkansas Derby.
MW: Has actually faced good horses on a few occasions, and was whipped each time.

XCHANGER
by Exchange Rate

2
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